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DR. GRUBER COMMENTS ON POSSIBILITY OF AUSTRIA 
APPEALING TO U.N. In a recent interview he granted to 
the ‘‘Tiroler Tageszeitung’’, Austrian Foreign Minister Gru- 
ber made the following comment on the state of the Austrian 
Treaty talks: ‘‘Should the repeated efforts of the Westen 
Powers for a resumption of the negotiations on Austria prove 
to be completely hopeless, serious consideration would have 
to be given to the possibility of whether and how the United 
Nations should be called upon to help resolve the situation. 
This question is now being studied at the (Austrian - Ed.) 
Foreign Office. It is obvious that before an appeal is made 
to the United Nations, an exchange of views with as many 
members of the United Nations as possible will be necessary. 
As a matter of fact, there are various juridical and political 
possibilities of appealing to the United Nations. Not the 
least important factor which will determine when a formal 
Austrian initiative is taken in this matter, and in what form 
such action will be taken, will be the attitude of the occupy- 
ing powers in Austria. For - and I should like to repeat 
this expressly from my parliamentary declaration - ‘the per 
manent interest of the United Nations in events in Austria 
can be regarded as the best protection of the population a- 
gainst encroachments on the part of the occupying powers.’’’ 


PRESIDENT KOERNER ON MODERNIZATION OF AGRI- 
CULTURAL METHODS. At the end of May President Koer- 
ner of Austria visited the agricultural training center at St. 
Martin Castle in Lower Austria. On the occasion of his visit 
Dr. Koerner delivered a speech in which he said, among other 
things: ‘‘In view of our limited farm space and comparatively 
small holdings, we cannot model our farms on America’s tre- 
mendous grain factories nor on those of the Soviet ‘Union 
which are operated on the principle of divorcing the farmer 
from his plot andsoil. Nevertheless, we must learn to realize 
that industrial and agricultural development have to go hand 
in hand; the farmer must learn to harness technical advances 
just as the manufacturer and craftsman have done to their 
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greatest advantage. The cooperatives, which have done so 
much for the farmer on the basis of the principle of collabo- 
ration, will have to participate in the modernization of agri- 
cultural production methods even more than heretofore. 

‘*Mass migration from rural areas to the cities, that dan- 
gerous social disease, can be arrested only by improving the 
cultural living conditions on the farm. All grounds for envy- 
ing the city dweller,his apartment and his opportunity for 
pleasure and entertainment must be eliminated. Only with 
the exclusion of all artificial contrasts between town and 
country, only if both are determined to serve their country 
cheerfully in a joint effort, can their progress and future be 
assured.’’ 


REJECT RESIGNATION OF BOECK-GREISSAU AS MiINIS- 
TER OF TRADE. At the end of May the national executive 
of the Austrian People’s Party, at a joint meeting with the 
party’s parliamentary policy group, unanimously rejected the 
withdrawalof Boeck-Greissau from his post as Federal Minis- 
ter of Trade and Reconstruction in the Coalition Government. 
The party appealed to him to continue to place his extensive 
experience in economic matters at the disposal of the Govern- 
ment in the present difficult situation. Minister Boeck-Greis- 
sua has agreed to accede to the party’s request, providing 
that it would actively support him in his fight to remove fo- 
reign trade obstructions. 


DR. GRUBER ON GOVERNMENT OFFICES DEALING WITH 
FOREIGN TRADE. In a recent interview he granted the cor- 
respondent of the ‘‘Tiroler Tageszeitung,’’ Austrian Foreign 
Minister Gruber was asked whether the Government intended 
to expand the Austrian Foreign Office in order to strengthen 
promotion of foreign trade and whether the establishment of a 
Foreign Trade Ministry was being planned. In his reply, Dr. 
Gruber said: ‘‘I am very happy that you mention this subject, 
for there is considerable confusion in the public opinion with 
regard to the various fields of administrative competence in 
connection with foreign trade matters. The Foreign Affairs 
Department of the Federal Chancellery is concemed solely 
with the signing of trade treaties and with the formal and 
physical conduct of the negotiations leading to such treaties. 
These trade treaties are designed to lay the groundwork for 
increased exports and for the intensification of Austrian 
trade abroad. The actual transactions themselves fall within 
the competence of the Ministry of Trade and are carried out 
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in close cooperation with the industries involved. You can 
rest assured that both elements - i.e. the economic forces and 
the Ministry - are without doubt in a position to give Aus- 
tria’s economy a solid footing in the world’s export markets. 
We in Austria are not in any special position with regard to 
this distribution of administrative authority; it corresponds 
to that of most countries. 

‘‘As far as the establishment of a separate Foreign Trade 
Ministry is concemed, I do not regard such a move as very 
urgent at the present time, particularly in view of the fact 
that it would impose a considerable burden on the budget. 
We must make economies, and institutions which, for exam- 
ple, the United States, England, the Netherlands and the 
Scandinavian countries cannot afford must also be considered 
from this point of view as well, especially since our adminis- 
trative institutions are fully adequate to achieve the goal. 
Moreover, foreign trade ministries readily fall into the ten- 
dency of handling the transactions themselves, a situation 
which leads to socialized state trading. But we must clearly 
realize that the ministerial apparatus, regardless of how it is 
organized, can only create the juridical and organizational 
framework for foreign trade. Whether Austrian goods will ac- 
tually flow into the prepared channels depends above all on 
the ability of our merchandise to compete, i.e. on the price 
and quality of our goods, and, to an equally large extent, on 
the export consciousness and sales initiative of the Austrian 
firms; in short, it depends on those qualities which are sum- 
med up by the term: ‘aggressive salesmanship’ ’’. 


AUSTRIAN COALITION PARTIES AGREE ON FARM PRICE 
SUBSIDIES. At the end of May the negotiations between the 
two coalition parties to determine new farm produce prices 
and for the establishment of price subsidies on food finally 
led to an agreement whose substance was summarized in the 
following official release: ‘‘The Austrian People’s Party and 
the Socialist Party of Austria believe that on the one hand 
the use of bread grain as fodder should be prevented by ap- 
propriate price controls and the production of milk and cere- 
als increased, but on the other hand that there must be no 
price increases for consumers, if a new general price and 
wage increase is to be avoided. These are the reasons why 
price subsidies cannot be avoided for the second half of 
1952.’’ 

The two-party agreement calls for the establishment of 
the following prices to be paid to farmers, without any cor- 
responding change in consumer prices: 


New Price Old Price 
(in schillings) 
ee wees eee eees 2.40 1.95 
Rye ceo eeeneses 2.40 1.75 
Fodder grain. ...-e«e-s 1.90 1.55 
Milk .. 1.60 1.40 
0il-cake 1.80 1.40 


A significant part of the agreed price subsidies is cal- 
culated to keep down the price of fodder, in order to prevent 
an increase in the price of meat as a result of excessively 
high fodder cost. Suitable measures will ultimately be adop- 


ted to keep the price of barley from rising beyond a maximum 
of 2.30 schillings. 

Commenting on this development, Undersecretary of the 
Interior Andreas Korp, who is in charge of price control, made 
the following statement: ‘‘It can be said on the basis of last 
year’s experience that from the standpoint of the budget the 
new agreement will be less of a burden to the state than 
would be another turn in the price-wage spiral, providing that 
the problem of coverage of the price subsidies can be solved 
in a satisfactory manner. From the social point of view, we 
can only welcome the fact that bread and milk, the two most 
important food items of the broad masses, will be made a- 
vailable at a lower cost to the consumer.’”’ 


AUSTRIA'S BALANCE OF TRADE REVIEWED AFTER 
FOUR YEARS OF ERP. Last month Professor Wilhelm Tau- 
cher discussed the problem of the ‘‘Development of the Aus- 
trian Balance of Payments after Four Years of ERP’’ in the 
publication ‘‘Internationale Wirtschaft’’. An excerpt from the 
article follows: ‘‘When ERP aid started, during the 1948 - 
49 fiscal year, the deficit in Austria’s balance of payments 
amounted to $280,000,000. In the four years that followed, 
this deficit was reduced to $255,000,000 in 1949-50, to $190, - 
000,000 in 1950-51 and to $120,000,000 in 1951-52; during 
the comingfiscal year of 1952-53, the deficit will run to about 
$100,000,000. In the past four years, therefore, Austria has 
succeeded in reducing the deficit in her balance of payments 
by about two thirds, i.e. from the original figure of almost 
$300,000,000 to about $100,000,000, and she was able to ac- 
complish this reduction in spite of the fact that she was de- 
prived of a not inconsiderable part of her natural resources 
and productive plant. This improvement in Austria’s balance 
of payment is above all a reflection of the success of the 
country’s investment policy. 

‘‘Austria’s investment policy since 1945 can be sub- 
dividedinto three major phases: (1) The compensation of war 
damage incurred by the production apparatus and the commu- 
nications network; (2) Expansion and rationalization of key 
industries; and (3) Establishment of a sound economic bal- 
ance between the basic industries, the consumer-goods in- 
dustries and the export industries. 

‘‘All our efforts must be directed at reducing the deficit 
in Austria’s balance of payments by the end of 1954 to the 
point where a solution can be achieved within the framework 
of normal financing operations. 


DR. GRUBER ON REPORTED TRADE OFFER MADE AT 
MOSCOW ECONOMIC CONFERENCE. In a recent interview 
he granted to a correspondentof the ‘‘Tiroler Tageszeitung’’, 
Austrian Foreign Minister Gruber was asked whether Austria 
had received an answer to its official inquiry in Budapest as 
to the substance of an offer of economic mediation on the part 
of an Austrian participant in the Moscow Economic Conferen- 
ce, and whether there was any basis in fact with regard to 
Prof. Dobretsberger’s offer of 10,000 tons of wheat. Dr. Gru- 
ber replied: ‘‘Yes, we did learn something about it, in fact, 
precisely what we had expected. The inquiry we addressed 
to the Hungarian Government was intended to ascertain wheth- 
er the famous Dobretsberger offer was to be regarded as an 
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additional offer or merely as a delivery within the framework 
of established trade treaty quotas, i.e. as an already pro- 
mised but still outstanding delivery. The answer we re- 
ceived wasclear and unequivocal: there naturally is no ques- 
tion of any additional delivery.’’ 


DAMAGE SUFFERED BY AUSTRIA THREE TIMES GREAT- 
ER THAN TOTAL MARSHALL PLAN AID. In mid-May 
Austria’s Minister of Commerce, Boeck-Greissau, opened the 
second international conference concerned with economic 
problems of productivity held at the Residenz in Salzburg. 
In his opening speech, the Minister said: ‘‘Increased produc- 
tivity is especially necessary in Austria. In 1945 Austria’s 
economy was denuded and the damage caused by the war and 
its aftermath had assumed staggering proportions. If the fo- 
reign aid that Austria has so far been privileged to receive 
totals twenty billion schillings, then the damage with which 
we were burdened at the advent of peace, so-called, can be 
estimated at about three times this figure. Moreover, while 
foreign aid was pouring into this country, other assets were 
being withdrawn from our national economy at the other end 
without yielding anything in return, and the value of these 
approximates the value of the foreign aid received. I am not 
only referring to the occupation costs as such, but also to 
really incalculable assets of which - under the heading of 
‘effective output of our national economy’ one of the occu- 
pying powers has been depriving the country, as is the case 
with our oil resources. According to the latest reports, Aus- 
tria’s oil fields are to be subjected to a rate of exploitation 
almost as intense as the one established for the oil fields of 
Rumania. One can imagine the loss this will represent to 
Austria’s economy. 

‘*But these economic losses must be compensated, and 
this can only be achieved by work. It is not a matter of in- 
difference how this work is to be accomplished, and it is the 
job of the Austrian Board for Economic Efficiency and of the 
Chamber of Industry to supply the tools of production and to 
submit recommendations. It will then be up to industry to ap- 
ply this knowledge of economic productivity in actual prac- 
tice: I appeal to each and everyone to cooperate in raising 
the productivity of our economy.’’ 

Following the Minister’s opening speech, Dr. Nemschak, 
the director of the Austrian Institute for Economic Research, 
delivered the first technical paper which dealt with the policy 
aspects of increased productivity. 


ELECTRIFICATION OF AUSTRIA'S FEDERAL RAIL- 
ROADS. Austrian Minister of Transportation and National- 
ized Industries Karl Waldbrunner announced last month that 
by the end of this year or by the beginning of 1953, at the 
latest, the major rail line from Vienna to the West will be 
fully electrified, with the exception of the auxiliary track. 
He also said that the electrification of the fifty-odd mile 
stretch will be accomplished at a cost of some two hundred 
to two hundred and fifty million schillings. Once this part 
of the project is completed, work will begin on the line be- 
tween Amstetten and Eben. Including the branch lines, this 
project will require more than 175 miles of overhead wiring. 


Electrification of this rail section will cost about 600,000,000 
schillings. Electrification of the southern rail network has 
been postponed for the time being, the Minister said. 


ANNUAL OIL PRODUCTION AT ZISTERSDORF ESTIMA- 
TED AT 3,000,000 TONS. It was estimated that the output 
of the oil fields in Lower Austria, which are at present under 
Soviet administration as so-called ‘‘German assets’’, is 8,- 
500 tons of crude oil per day, or about 50% more than the 
corresponding average for 1951. Thus, annual production in 
1952 should exceed 3,000,000 tons. Although the output for 
1950 was estimated at only some 1,200,000 tons, in 1951 it 
is believed to have risen to 2,200,000 tons. With 55 oil 
wells, the Matzen fields are the richest in Austria with a 
daily output of about 6,000 tons of oil; next in size are the 
Zistersdorf fields where the daily output is estimated at 
1,800 tons. The Aderklaa fields, with 700 tons per day, are 
the least productive. As no official figures are released by 
the Soviet Administration, the above estimates are based on 
private information, although they are released by the Press 
and Information Service of the Austrian Government. Approx- 
imately 60% of the total output of the Lower Austrian oil 
fields is sent to Eastem Europe, in particular to Eastern 
Germany and Czechoslovakia. Austria must buy the remain- 
der of the output, paying the prices charged by the Soviet 
administrators. 


POLICE PRESIDENT HOLAUBEK COMMENTS ON RELA- 
TIONS WITH THE OCCUPATION POWERS. At a press 
conference on May 23, 1952, Police President Holaubek made 
the following comments on the relations between the Aus- 
trian police and the occupying powers: ‘‘In a joint protocol, 
drawn up as early as 1945, the Allies decreed that every form 
of propaganda against any one of them should be suppressed, 
regardless of whether it involved the distribution of printed 
material, leaflets, unauthorized posters or the dissemination 
of smear campaigns. Such campaigns have recently been in- 
tensified in Vienna, and the American authorities, against 
whom they are primarily directed, have raised vigorous ob- 
jections against them. It has already happened in the past 
that the Russian authorities protested energetically against 
the dissemination of leaflets written in cyrillic script, and on 
several occasions they ordered the police department to ap- 
prehend the culprits and place them at the disposal of the oc- 
cupying power. 


‘*The American authorities have now requested the police 
department to take action against the current smear cam- 
paigns, in line with the 1945 decision jointly adopted by the 
Allies. On the basis of this decision, the Austrian police is 
obligated to follow these instructions.’’ 

Discussing the general relationship between the Austrian 
police and the occupation authorities, President Holaubek 
said that the latter ‘‘disregarded the (Austrian - Ed.) police 
and issued regulations of their own which made it impossible 
for the police to trace the whereabouts of certain persons who 
had been ‘arrested.’’ As a result, the police authorities often 
found themselves in conflict with the instructions they had 
received. ‘‘Not only are the individual police officers, who 
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should act according to Austrian laws, confronted with these 
difficulties, but the entire police organization as well,’’ Po- 
lice President Holaubek said. ‘‘In fact, this situation was 
recently reflected in connection with the incidents in front 
of the Greek Legation. Although the Allied Council took this 
matter up on May 16 and unanimously upheld the complete 
authority and responsibility of the Police President, the 
hands of the police continued to remain tied. Police officials 
still have to request approval from the local commandant be- 
fore sending out their riot squads, and this means that con- 
siderable time is lost. It is therefore essential that the Aus- 
trian Government continue its demands that the police be 
allowed to act in accordance with its own instructions and 
on the basis of its own experience, if it is to afford the peo- 
ple any effective protection at all.’’ In closing, the Police 
President expressly warned all Austrians against engaging 
in espionage for any foreign power. 


MEMBERSHIP OF THE AUSTRIAN FEDERATION OF 
TRADE UNIONS. Of the 1,310,200 members of the AFTU at 
the end of 1951, 969,531 (or 74%) were men and 340,669 (or 
26%) were women. 


The membership figures of the sixteen unions which form the AFTU were 


Percentage 
Ti ade Union ot 


Members of AFTU-toral 
Commercial, Clerical and Technical Employees 146,974 11.2 
Public Employees 108,383 8.33 
Municipal Employees 110,357 8.4 
Employees in the Professions 15,478 1.3 
Building and Wood Workers 182,010 13.9 
Chemical Workers 58,159 4.4 
Railway Workers y ; 118,788 91 
Workers in the Printing and Paperworking Trade; 22,569 1.7 
Workers in Commerce, Transportation and Traffic 24,792 1.9 
Workers in Hotels and Restaurants 18,060 1.4 
Workers in Agriculture and Forestry 67,785 5.2 
Food and Tobacco Workers 51,539 3.9 
Metal Workers and Miners 205,549 15.7 
Textile, Clothing and Leather Workers 108,520 8.3 
Postal, Telephone and Telegraph Employ.-s 40,030 3.0 


Workers in Personal Services 


31,207 2.4 
1,310,200 





100.0 





Trade union membership in the nine Austrian provinces amounted to: 
Percentage 
of AFTU-toral 
501,297 38.3 
218,684 16.7 


Members 
Vienna 


Lower Austria 





Burgenland 21,999 1.7 
Upper Austria 182,257 13.9 
Salzburg 54,073 4.1 
Styria 187,301 14.3 
Carinthia 67,406 5.1 
Tyrol 51,685 3.9 
Vorarlbe.y 25,498 2.0 

1,310,200 100.0 





Young members, under 18 years of age, numbered 45,571 at 


the end of 1951, that is 3% per cent of the total AFTU mem- 
bership. 


Considering a yearly average of 1,960,000 employed persons 
in Austria, 66.7 per cent of all workers are organized in 
trade unions. 


NEW BILL FOR AUSTRIAN FINANCIAL VIOLATION LAW. 
The Austrian Ministry of Finance recently completed the 
draft of a Financial Violation Law, which contains 250 para- 
graphs of federal regulations and provisions. Under the pro- 
posed legislation, anyone buying merchandise with the know- 
ledge that the manufacturer or the seller will not pay taxes 
on it shall himself be guilty of tax evasion. The law would 
also apply, for example, to any enterprise operated by one of 
the occupying powers which has a partially monopolistic po- 
sition in the economy. The new bill specifies strict provis- 
ions with regard to the obligation of supplying information, 
and also provides for the publication of any conviction at the 
expense of the guilty party. Any fines imposed for financial 
violations shall be entered in the penal register and shall 
subsequently carry the weight of a previous conviction. 


PARLIAMENTARY DEPUTY LUDWIG VISITS HERRIOT. 
A few days ago, Austrian Deputy Eduard Ludwig called on 
Edouard Herriot, president of the French Chamber of Depu- 
ties, in Paris. The visit took place in the Presidential Chan- 
cellery, where the constituent assembly of the Parliamentary 
Council of the European Movement has been meeting under 
the chairmanship of M. Herriot. This European parliamentary 
body, which arose out of the fusion of two previously exist- 
ing European parliamentary bodies, has as its task and func- 
tion to lay the groundwork for the unification of Free Europe, 
and in this connection, to supplement the activities of the 
European Council. 


FIGHT WAGED AGAINST INFANT MORTALITY - ESCHE- 
RICH INSTITUTE TO BE REVIVED. At the end of May 
President Koermer of Austria accepted the honorary chair- 
manship of the Infant Protection League. Cardinal Innitzer, 
Mme. Hilde Figl and Mme. Hilde Schaerf have already agreed 
to serve on the League’s executive committee. The purpose 
of the organization is to expand and develop welfare facili- 
ties to combat infant disease and mortality, and to call upon 
the entire nation to support these endeavors. 

At a press conference held a few days earlier by Prof. 
August Reuss, attention was called to the high infant mor- 
tality which exists in Austria today. Modern science, he no- 
ted, concerns itself with the diseases of unborn children as 
well as with the postnatal care of infants. In Austria at the 
present time services do not yet exist for either of these 
types of attention. If the donations now being gathered in 


the United States by the daughter of Prof. Escherich, he ad- 
ded, are successful, it will be possible to establish an Es- 
cherich Institute in Austria, where nurses and child welfare 
workers from all parts of the Austrian Federation can obtain 
a sound training in infant welfare work. 
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VOEST'S EXPORT ORDERS. At the end of May the ‘‘Pres- 


se’’ reported that the deliveries of pig iron made by the Aus-: 


trian United Iron and Steel Works (VOEST) to Great Britain 
since February will be continued. The original order had 
been for 80,000 tons. Negotiations for a new delivery con- 
tract for a volume of 60,000 tons are about to be completed. 
Payment will be effected in pounds sterling. 

VOEST’s exports of structural steel have also shown a 
satisfactory trend during the last few months. A large order 
for the supply of pressure pipes have been received from the 
Aura power station in Norway. Other orders have been placed 
for the Sariyar hydroelectric power station, the largest in Tur- 
key, and for the Sueva power station in Colombia. VOEST 
will also supply the steel for the construction of a sluice at 
Shobin el Kom and new storage reservoir locks, so-called 
segment valves, for the Konar power station in India. This 
order was placed by the Damodar Valley Corporation, which 
is planning to erect a Series of power stations in the vicinity 
of Calcutta at a cost of $142,000,000. VOEST’s specializa- 
tion in the construction of hydroelectric power station equip- 
ment has earned it an order from Australia. The Austrian 
firm will supply a pressure line of Aldur steel, with a pipe 
diameter of 4.5 meters, for the Trevallyn power station. 

In the field of bridge construction, the volume of foreign 
orders has also been gratifying. In addition to the swing- 
bridges already ordered from Egypt (which are now being con- 
structed and a model of which was on display at the Vienna 
Fair), that country has also placed an order for four roller 
calriage bridges with unequal arms 30 to 40 meters long. 
Finland has ordered three road bridges with 50 to 60-meter- 
long spans. 


AUSTRIAN WAR CASUALTIES. The Austrian Disabled Vet- 
erans’ Bureau, as a result of the passing of the new law 
providing for the care of disabled veterans and of the sur- 
viving dependents of war victims, has just published the first 
complete statistical report on the casualties suffered by Aus- 
tria during World War II. Of the 800,000 Austrians who were 
drafted into service in the German Army, 280,000 were kil- 
led and 100,000 listed as missing in action. Vienna alone 
accounts for 28,622 dead and 15,000 missing. Air raids 
caused the death of 12,622 Viennese, 7,016 of these having 
been women. The number of disabled veterans on record is 
305,000, as compared with 169,000 in World War I. The Aus- 
trian Disabled Veterans’ Bureau is today paying pensions to 
a total of 165,050 ex-servicemen. In 25,000 of these cases 
a supplementary pension has also been provided. Approxi- 
mately 17,000 pensioned ex-servicemen are receiving a mon- 
thly family food allowance as well. Finally, an extra sub- 
sidy is also provided for the 730 veterans who were totally 
blinded in service, and the 2100 severely disabled who re- 
quire nursing care. 

Statistics on the pensions to orphans reveal that a total 
of 94,715 children lost their fathers in Hitler’s war, while 
the fathers of 42,006 other boys and girls remain on the rolls 
of the missing. Saddest of all is the plight of the 4500 chil- 
dren who lost both their parents in the war. 


VIENNESE BUSINESSMEN ESTABLISH FUND. The con- 
stituent board meeting for the establishment of a fund for the 
businessmen of Vienna was recently held in the Austrian 
capital. The purpose of the Vienna Businessmen’s Fund is 
to take over and administer all real property of the former 
guild of Viennese large businessmen and small businessmen. 
The real estate involved includes the Businessmen’s Hos- 
pital in Vienna and the Home for Aged Businessmen, the 
Convalescent Homes in Baden-bei-Wien, Giesshuebl and Af- 
lenz, as well as the former organization’s trade schools. and 
two Institutes of Commerce. The installations of the hospi- 
tal, which is one of Vienna’s most beautifully-located and 
best-equipped hospitals, have already been taken over by 
the Fund. After it is restored to its original purpose, the 
hospital founded by the former guild of Viennese business- 
men will resume full operation in its four departments, i.e. 
for internal diseases, surgery, urology and gynecology. It 
is of interest to note that the employees of Viennese busi- 
ness firms have access to the hospital’s facilities in equal 
measure and on a par with members of management belong- 
ing to the Chamber of Commerce. 


COAL MINING IN AUSTRIA. Before the first World War, the 
presence of coal in the Austrian Alps was almost neglected, 
because the coal requirements of the Austro-Hungarian Mon- 
archy were mostly met by supplies from the coal beds of Maeh- 
risch-Ostrau andthe extensive soft coal deposits of Bohemia. 
Besides, the import of high quality coal from abroad was un- 
hampered by difficulties of trade or currency. The position 
was fundamentally altered in 1918 by the crumbling of the 
monarchy. Owing to the great difficulty in obtaining fuels 
from abroad, domestic coal mining was developed as exten- 
sively as possible. Thus, the production of Austria’s coal 
mines rose from 2 million tons in 1919 to the record figure of 
more than 3.6 million tons in 1929, thereby covering one third 
of domestic requirements. 

During the German occupation of Austria the Nazis origin- 
ally intended to discontinue the operation of Austrian coal 
mines altogether. (The deposits of the Ruhr, of Upper Silesia, 
and of the Saar supplied coal more cheaply and of a better 
quality). New investments at that time were therefore negli- 
gible. However, during the 2nd World War it proved to be ne- 
cessary to intensify exploitation of the Austrian coal mines, 
in order to obtain at least some supplies to meet the local 
demand for coal in Austria. 

At the end of the 2nd World War, the fuel position was 
even more critical than in 1918, as supplies from abroad were 
again cut off. Once more the coal mines of Austria helped 
to close the breech, supplying coal to meet the most despe- 
rate requirements of the industry and the railways. 

Austria’s coal beds largely contain soft coal, some an- 
thracite and a small quantity of hard coal. Conservative es- 
timates put the extent of the certain or probable deposits of 
coal already ascertained at 200 million (8 million tons hard 
coal, 20 million tons anthracite, and 172 million tons soft 
coal). These deposits are expected to be exhausted in 40 
years. To provide for a supply of fuel for the future, pro- 
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specting and boring, mostly financed by ERP-loans, is being 
carried out on a fairly extensive scale. So far, it can be con- 
cluded that amongst the areas prospected the southern part 
of the Lavant Valley (Brit. Zone) will give the most encour- 
aging results. Other fairly substantial beds of soft coal were 
found in Upper Austria (U.S. Zone) to the north of Ostermie- 
thing. Prospecting is also being carried out in Lower Aus- 
tria (Soviet Zone), in cooperation with the Federal Institute 
of Geology. Coal deposits in the vicinity of Vienna, the 
largest center of consumption, would be particularly welcome 
as transportation costs for the coal could then be greatly re- 
duced. 

Among the recently developed coal mines, the one at I.an- 
gau (Waldviertel, Soviet Zone), where coal is worked above 
ground, is one of comparatively high productivity. Lately, 
the mine at Ostermiething (Innviertel) has yielded soft coal 
of fairly good caloric value. In connection with this mine, 
the construction of a thermal power station at Ostermiething 
to supply the Aluminum Works at Ranshofen would be of spe- 
cial importance, as, owing to shortage of power, production 
at Ranshofen hitherto had to be greatly reduced during the 
winter months. 

Austria possesses only three beds of hard coal worth 
mentioning. The best known is at Gruenbach, Schneeberg 
(Soviet Zone); however, this bed will be exhausted within a 
few years. Very small quantities of high quality hard coal 
are mined at Noeslach, Brenner (French Zone). The Noeslach 
coal has a caloric value of 8,000 cal. Finally, various small 
deposits of high quality hard coal exist near Linz and Gres- 
ten in Lower Austria (Soviet Zone); however, because of the 
small extent and irregularity of their seams, these deposits 
are rather unprofitable to mine. 

Of Austria’s total production of coal, 93% is produced by 
state-owned enterprises. The only privately-owned mine of 
any extent is located at Tauchen (District Oberwart) in the 
southern part of the Burgenland (Soviet Zone). Various seams 
of this mine are still unworked. 

The total output of coal and the production of the state- 
owned and nationalized mines is indicated in the following 
table: 


OUTPUT IN TONS 


Soft Coal Hard Coe! Total Output 
Year Total In Nationalized Total In Nationalized Total In Nationalized 
Mines Mines Mines 
10 4,307,741 3,998,123 182,942 162,078 4,490,683 4,160,201 
1%! 4,908,679 4,629,567 1%,671 171,668 5,164,350 4,001,235 


Of the total output shown above, nearly 93% was mined 
during the last two years, in state-owned mines. 

With 5.2 million tons, the total production in 1951 was 
48% above the pre-1938 record of 3.6 million tons (1929), 
while imports were 12% below the highest pre-war imports 
(6.7 million tons in 1929). In addition, power requirements 
are now being met to a much greater extent than before the 
war by the production of hydroelectric power; the production 


of hydroelectric power in 1951 was 4,591 million KWH as 
against 1,750 million KWH in 1929. 


The above data show that 44% of the total domestic re- 
quirements of coal in Austria (1950: 10.2 million tons; 1951: 


11.2 million tons) were met, in 1951, from domestic produc- 
tion. However, bearing in mind that imported coal is of high 
caloric value whereas domestic soft coal, which constitutes 
96% of the Austrian output, is low in calories, the real value 
of the above percentage is greatly lowered. 

Just as in 1950, 15,000 miners and more than 1,000 office 
workers were employed in 1951 by the state-owned and nation- 
alized mines. 

Since 1947, the state-owned and nationalized coal mines 
have received a total of 135 million schillings in investment 
credits, 30 million of which were federal loans and 105 mil- 
lion ERP credits. Further investments were necessary dur- 
ing the last two years in the course of the reconstruction and 
development of the mines already in operation, as well as for 
the opening up of new coal mines. (1950: 75 million schil- 
lings from ERP funds; 1951: 92 million schillings from ERP 
funds and 30 million schillings from own means). For the in- 
vestments planned for 1952, 120 million schillings - 150 mil- 
lion schillings will be allocated from ERP funds and 60 - 
75 million schillings from own means. For 1952, the produc- 
tion aim is 5% million tons, of which the state-owned and 
nationalized coal mines are expected to produce 5 million 
tons. 

State-owned coal mining in Austria consists of 9 enter- 
prises with a total of 27 mines, both above and below ground. 
In 1950, 234 million schillings were paid as wages and sala- 
ries, including social contributions. The average productivity 
per man and shift in the soft coal mines was approx. 2,500 
lbs., in 1951 this rose to about 2,800 lbs. For 1951 the value 
ofthe output is estimated to have been 740 million schillings. 


INTERNATIONAL !.U.0.T.0. CONFERENCE IN VIENNA. 
The 26th Conference of the Executive Committee of the In- 
ternational Union of Official Tourist Organizations (1.U.O.T.- 
O.) was held in Vienna in mid-May. One of the major points 
discussed was the matter of liberalizing international tou- 
rist regulations and the allocation of foreign exchange con- 
nected with travel abroad. The committee specifically took 
up such questions as easing of border restrictions for travel- 
lers, extension of visa-free entry privileges and other mea- 
sures designed to facilitate world travel. There was also a 
discussion of the various national regulations with regard to 
tourist matters and of the importance of tourism to the vari- 
ous national economies. The committee further dealt with the 
establishment of an Intemational Travel Research Bureau in 
Geneva, and with the fullest promotion of the recently intro- 
duced tourist class in international air travel. The hope was 
expressed that more tourists would come to Vienna, inasmuch 
as the foreign delegates to the conference were able to see 
for themselves that there was no justification whatever for 
the misgivings still widespread among foreign tourists with 
respect to spending their vacation in the Austrian capital, 
and that Vienna’s tourist establishments and facilities were 
definitely in a position to satisfy the wishes of foreign 
travellers. 





READERS ARE INVITED TO REPRINT OR QUOTE ANY 
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MEETING OF AUSTRIAN ARCHITECTS IN VIENNA, The 
National Society of Austrian Architects, which was founded 
in 1907, called a national meeting last month in Vienna, for 
the first time after 1945. The object of the meeting was’__ to 
present a survey of architectural developments in Vienna and 
in the federal provinces since 1945. Present at the meeting, 
among others, were Mr. Max Fellerer, President of the Socie- 
ty and a Professor at the Vienna Academy of Applied Arts, 
who drew up the designs for the construction of the large 
new bathing establishments in Vienna and who is now ac- 
tively engaged in the planning and reconstruction of St. Ste- 
phen’s Square which was severely damaged during the war; 
Mr. Karl Kupsky, architect and dean of the Faculty of Ar- 
chitecture at the Vienna Polytechnic Institute, who is a 
noted industrial architect as well; Professor Franz Schuster, 
the Austrian architect who has made a name for himself with 
his many settlement houses; and seventy-year-old Professor 
Siegfried Theiss, architect of the Vienna Hochhaus. 


CATHOLIC STUDENT CONFERENCE IN MARIAZELL. In 
the early part of May some 330 Catholic students met in con- 
ference at Mariazell, in the Province of Styria, to discuss 
plans for the general Catholic Congress which is to be held 
in September. According to the publication ‘‘Die Furche’’, 
a total of fifteen organizational districts were represented. 
Under the general theme of ‘‘The Freedom and Dignity of 
Man’’, the following topics were planned: ‘‘The Missionary 
Situation in Austria, How it is to be Dealt with, and the Ma- 
terial Support of Church Activities’’; ‘‘Catholic Relations 
and Co-operation with Non-Catholics’’; ‘‘Marriage and the 
.Family, Aid to Children, and Family Compensation Funds’’; 
‘*The Dignity of Woman and her Place in the Modem World’’; 
‘*The Church and the Working Class’’; ‘‘The Preservation of 
the Village’’; ‘‘The Crisis among Intellectuals’’; ‘‘Education 
and Confession’’; ‘‘Christian Adult Education’’; ‘‘Press, 
Film and Radio’’; and finally, ‘‘Social Problems’’ (including 
worker-management cooperation, refugee problems and hous- 
ing and settlement), and ‘‘The Threat to Economic and Po- 
litical Freedom.’’ 





CULTURE AND SCIENCE 





AUSTRIA AND ITALY AGREE TO MUTUAL RECOGNITION 
OF ACADEMIC DEGREES. The reciprocal recognition of 
academic degrees and titles between Austria and Italy was 
recently discussed at the Conference of Rectors held in Vien 
na. A decision was adopted whereby an academic degree or 
title acquired from a university in either country could be 
used in both without the holder having to pass any supple- 
mentary examination; however, this would apply only to the 
use of the title in social relations. If an Italian physician 
or lawyer wishes to practice in Austria, or, conversely, if an 
Austrian doctor or lawyer wishes to practice in Italy, he must 
still pass the prescribed supplementary examinations in the 
other country. 


THIS YEAR'S GRAZ FESTIVAL. This year’s Graz Festival 
will be held from June 27 to July 13. The program includes 
a series of operatic performances, plays, concerts and bal- 
lets. The picturesque open-air stage at the Grazer Schloss- 
berg will form the setting for Beethoven’s ‘‘Fidelio’’ and 
Richard Strauss’ ‘‘Salome’’. Other open-air performances, 
to be given in the Grazer Burggarten, will include Shake- 
speare’s ‘‘Midsummer Night’s Dream’’ and Carl Zuckmayer’s 
‘*Katherina Knie’’. Christopher Fry’s play, ‘‘Sleep of Priso- 
ners’’, will be presented in the version produced by the Vien- 
na Buretheater. In addition, the orchestral program will fea- 
ture two concerts by the Graz Philharmonic, conducted by 
Anton Lippe and Karl Randolf; and two concerts by the Mu- 
nich Philharmonic, conducted by Fritz Rieger. The latter 
orchestra will also participate in the performance of the 
oratorio, ‘‘Das Buch mit sieben Siegeln’’, by the late Aus- 
trian composer Franz Schmidt (1896-1939), whose work was 
performed at the Salzburg Festival in 1949. The Ljubljana 
Philharmonic will be heard for the first time in Graz, under 
the baton of its permanent conductor, Bogo Leskovic; this 
Slovenian orchestra has been in existence for 250 years. The 
corps de ballet of the Ljubljana Opera House, which has 
also been invited to perform at the Graz Festival, will pre- 
sent a Yugoslav folk ballet entitled ‘‘Devil in the Village’’. 


THE VIENNA ‘‘AKADEMIE-KAMMERCHOR'’ AT HOME AND 
ABROAD. The Vienna Academy Choir, conducted by Prof. 
Ferdinand Grossmann, recently returned from a successful 
engagement in Trieste where it performed vocal music at the 
Teatro Verdi before an audience of 3,000. Choral music of 
the old Dutch masters, as well as music of contemporary 
composers such as Zoltan Kodaly, Paul Hindemith, Francis 
Poulenc and Anton Heiller was also part of the program. 
During the Intemational Music Congress which was held in 
Vienna last month, the choir gave six major recitals, and on 
June 20, 1952, it will open the International Music Festival 
of the I.G.N.M. (International Society of Modem Music), in 
Salzburg with an a-cappella recital of works by Austrian con- 
temporary composers. Subsequently, the Academy Choir will 
tour Switzerland from June 23 to June 27, visiting Lugano, 
Locarno, and presumably Zurich. A tour of Sweden and Nor- 
way is planned for the fall. 


PASSION PLAYS IN TYROL AND STYRIA. At Fulpmes, 

near Innsbruck in the Tyrol, presentation of the formerly 

widely-known passion plays was resumed this year forthe 

first time, with the opening performance held on May 14. The 
modern settings were designed by Prof. Emil Pirchan from 

the Vienna Academy of Music and Dramatic Art. After an in- 
terval of five years, the traditional Styrian passion plays 

have also been resumed this year, with a performance of the 
passion play ‘‘Jesus von Nazareth’’ in the courtyard of the 
Rein Monastery near Graz. The author of the play is Styrian 
playwright E. Withalm. The cast consisted of noted members 
of the Graz Actors and Stagehands Union. A large audience 
attended the performance. 
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MISS SEEFRIED TO TOUR U.S., AUSTRALIA AND INDIA. 


Miss Irmgard Seefried, well-known soprano of the Vienna 
State Opera, will tour the United States from October to De- 
cember, 1952, and will give three recitals in New York at the 
turn of the year. She will be accompanied on the piano by 
Bruno Walter. In March, 1953, Irmgard Seefried and her hus- 
band, the famous violinist Wolfgang Schneiderhan, will 
leave for a six weeks’ tour through Australia and, while en 
route there, will also make an appearance in India. 


NOEL COWARD'S ‘“‘RELATIVE VALUES" AT THE VIENNA 
BURGTHEATER. The German version of Noel Coward’s 
‘*Relative Values’’ had its first performance at the Vienna 
Burgetheater in May. The comedy was translated into German 
by Alexander Lemet-Holenia, one of Austria’s leading writ- 
ers, who changed the original iitle to ‘‘Wegen der Leute’’. 
The play was produced by Theo Lingen, the well-known ac- 
tor who plays one of the leading roles himself, and the cast 
further includes Kaethe Dorsch, Alma Seidler, Josef Meinrad 
and Albin Skoda. 


“‘DIE STRASSE NACH CAVARCERE"’. At the beginning of 
May the Itinerant Theater of the U.S. Information Service in 
Austria started on a tour through the westem provinces of 
Austria with a cast of well-known actors and actresses. The 
group presented the play ‘‘Die Strasse nach Cavarcere’’ by 
Mr. Harald Zusanek, a young Austrian playwright. The plot 
of Mr. Zusanek’s drama concems some of the events that 
occurred in Italy in the fall of 1951 when the unprecedented 
flood catastrophe struck the Po Valley. His work was award- 
ed first prize in the drama competition organized by the 
‘‘Wiener Kurier’’ in the winter of 1951-52. Among the mem- 
bers of theItinerant Theater are Helene Thimig, world-famous 
actress of the Vienna Burgtheater and widow of Max Rein- 
hardt, who is concurrently head of the Reinhardt-Seminar at 
the Vienna Academy of Music and Dramatic Art; Geraldine 
Katt, best known for her numerous film roles; Philipp Zeska 
from the Vienna Buregtheater; and a number of highly promis- 
ing young actors. 


FILM FEATURING THE CATHEDRAL OF GURK. The 
Carinthian Film Society of Klagenfurt in Carinthia has recent- 
ly started shooting a film which will be called ‘‘St. Hem- 
ma’s House’’. Its subject is the famous Gurk Cathedral, 
Austria’s oldest church in the Romanesque style, which 
dates back to St. Hemma’s Church of the Virgin, founded in 
1043 A.D. The cathedral was built between 1140 and 1200 
A.D. after the Gurk diocese had been established, around 
1072 A.D. Two pieces of jewelry once in the possession of 
St. Hemma, a ring and a pendant, are now kept as relics in 
the cathedral. Both these pieces were recently subjected 
to scientific minerological examination and it was found that 
the inset stones, which are unpolished, are not smoke quartz 
but corundum. The film on St. Hemma, based on the scenario 
by Miss Dolores Vieser, a Carinthian author, will be entered 
in the International Film Festival at Cannes in 1953. 


EXHIBITION OF IMPRESSIONISTIC WORKS IN LINZ. At the 
Landesmuseum of Linz in Upper Austria the Gallery of Aust- 
rian Arts in Vienna has organized an exhibition from May 3 
to June 14, including works by some of the prominent masters 
of imoressionism in France, Germany and Austria. France 
is primarily represented by works of Such famous painters as 
Camille Coret, Camillo Pissarro, Claude Monet, Auguste 
Renoir, Eduard Manet and Edgar Degas, whereas German im- 
pressionism is reflected in the paintings of Max Liebermann 
and Lovis Corinth, who already marks the transition to ex- 
pressionism. Among the Austrian masters of impressionism 
are Anton Romake (1842-1889) and Karl Schuch (1846-1903). 
The exhibition consists of 72 paintings in all, which represent 
the outstanding works of the 19th Century collection of the 
modern collection at the Belvedere. 


EXHIBITION OF AUSTRIAN BOOKS IN BERLIN. At the 
beginning of May, the exhibition, ‘‘The Austrian Book‘‘,was 
opened in Berlin. About one hundred Austrian publishing 
firms participated with approximately 2,500 recently pub- 
lished books. The books will also be put ondisplay in Bremen, 
Duesseldorf and Munich. 


ART EXHIBITION OF THE ‘“‘VOLKSHOCHSCHULE”’ IN 
VIENNA, On May 6, the Vienna‘‘Volkshochschule’’ (Pop- 
ular University)opened anexhibition at the Lichtenstein 
Palace, comprising more than 500 works of art selected by 
noted Viennese artists and consisting of paintings, graphic 
works and arts-and-crafts objects made by the pupils of the 
university’s evening classes. The art classes are not in- 
tended to increase the existing number of Austrian artists 
but rather to awaken in the students an understanding for 
art itself and develop this understanding in those who are 
interested in artistic achievements. At the present time, the 
art classes have more than 2,900 pupils,of whom a hundred 
are foreigners, as well as several children’s groups. 


VIENNA HOTEL TRADE SCHOOL FORMALLY OPENED. 
Vienna’s new trade school for the hotel industry was formally 
opened in May, thus marking the establishment of an import- 
ant institution for the promotion of the tourist industry. The 
new school is equipped with facilities similar to those found 
in French, Swiss, Italian, German and American hotel trade 
schools. At the opening ceremony, Dr. Bernecker, the man 
who more than any other was responsible for the establish- 
ment of the school, stressed the desirability of an early and 
intensive contact with practical problems on the part of those 
who expect to devote their professional lives to the hotel in- 
dustry. He said that the Vienna Hotel Trade School was si- 
multaneously a school hotel, and that its instructors were in 
a position to follow the progress of the students during the 
entire year of work, to improve their deportment constantly, 
to increase their knowledge and to intensify their experience. 
The school hotel has six apartments, which are variously fur- 
nished in modern style, Alpine style and Viennese Baroque 
style. The factor of ‘‘atmosphere’’ plays an important part- 


in the hotel industry, and this point will be particularly stres- 
sed in the school. 
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NEW THREE-SPOOL PHOTO CAMERA. An Austrian inven- 
tor has constructed a new camera which will enable profes- 
sional photographers to use the same camera for widely vary- 
ing subjects without re-loading the camera with different 
film. Until now photographers have overcome this difficulty 
by using different cameras for subjects which needed films 
of different sensitivity, and this was particularly true when 
color pictures were made. The new Austrian photo gadget 
enables the professional photographer to load - side by side - 
up to three films into one camera. These films, while inde- 
pendently arranged in separate compartments although con- 
tained in a single magazine, each have their own movement 
regulators. In the new camera, the photographer can, with 
one quick movement, switch from one film to another, accord- 
ing to the sensitivity desired, but a safety gadget prevents 
one film from being removed from behind the lens before ex- 
posed parts of the film are safely rolled onto the spool. The 
inventor claimsthat the new three-track rollfilm camera maga- 
zine can be built into most cameras now in use (1253). 


AUTOMOBILE “LEVEL’’-METER INVENTED IN AUSTRIA. 
A new instrument for automobilists, invented in Austria, in- 
dicates to motorists at a glance whether they are on a level 
road, or the extent of the gradient their car is descending or 
climbing. For cars without automatic shifts, the new ‘‘level’’- 
meter indicates on its scale what gears are to be used in each 
case. The new instrument works without electricity and, ac- 
cording to its inventor, can easily be installed in almost any 
type of car. 


MACHINES FROM AUSTRIA. In answer to many inquiries, 
the Office of the Austrian Trade Delegate announces that at 
the present time horizontal boring mills are not being pro- 
duced in Austria. Radial drills and upright box-type column 
drilling machines are being manufactured by Ing. Robert We- 
hinger, Hard , Vorarlberg. Vertical, horizontal and universal 
milling machines are being manufactured by Schiessel & Co., 
Gumpendorferstr. 15, Vienna 6. (1251) 


PLANTATION KNIVES FROM AUSTRIA. An Austrian firm 
recently received an order from Nigeria for the supply of spe- 
cial knives for Nigeria’s rubber and cocoa plantations. (1252) 


TEA-COZIES FROM AUSTRIA. Old-fashioned fabric covers 
for coffee or tea pots,in a variety of forms and decorations, 
are now available from Austria, according to news received 
recently. A list of four firms manufacturing such ‘‘tea cozies’”’ 


may be obtained, upon request, from the Office of the Austrian- 
Trade Delegate. (1255) 


AMERICAN OLYMPIC WINNER USES AUSTRIAN SKI WAX. 
Information now received from Austria reports that Mrs. Andrea 
Lawrence Mead, twice American Olympic champion in alpine 
skiing at the 1952 Oslo Olympic winter games, used Austrian 
ski wax for her skis. The brand which helped the American 
sportswoman to win the Olympic success is Hofer Blitz Ski 
Wax (Hofer LightningSki Wax), manufactured by Eduard Hofer, 
Weyer/Enns, Upper Austria. (1243) 





Christmans Decorations from Austria (1246) 


EXPORT FAIR IN DORNBIRN. At least 300 foreign firms 
have announced their intention to participate in the Fourth 
Dornbirn Export and Sample Fair, which is scheduled to take 
place from August 1 - 10, 1952 at Dornbim, Vorarlberg (near 
the Swiss and German borders in the French Zone). Thus 
far, inquiries and applications have reached the Dornbirn 
Fair Administration from Western Germany, Italy, Switzer- 
land, France, Great Britain, Holland, Belgium, Sweden, 
Spain and Ireland. New applications are being received 
daily, but the Fair Administration announced that all avail- 
able space has been rented. Among the exhibitors will be a 
truly international group of textile firms, including many from 
Italy, Germany, Holland, Belgium, France and Ireland. Tex- 
tile machinery, textile chemicals, electro- technical products, 
wood and paper, household and kitchen ware, furniture and 
office equipment, sports equipment, glass, crystal, ceram- 
ics, and books as well as foodstuffs will also be exhibited. 
Included among the Austrian firms will be a large group of 
Vorarlberg textile manufacturers, but firms from all parts of 
Austria, including Vienna, will also exhibit in a variety of 
fields. The Austrian Productivity Center, Vienna, has an- 
nounced that its exhibit will demonstrate how Austria’s in- 
dustry can continue on the road to greater productivity and 
thus to a better standard of living. 


AUSTRIAN JUTE AND HEMP EXPERT ARRIVING IN U.S. 
The representative of a leading Austrian manufacturer of 
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hemp and jute products will arrive in this country on or about 
May 10 to discuss sales possibilities in the United States 
and in Canada. American firms who are interested in con- 
tacting the Austrian businessman should communicate with 
the Office of the Austrian Trade Delegate, 25 Broad Street, 
New York 4, New York, Telephone BOwling Green 9-0056. 
(1258) 


AUSTRIA’S LARGEST MANUFACTURED EXPORT ITEM 
to the United States still is glass cut stones for use in the 
costume jewelry industry. Following repeated requests that 
expanded or new sources be found for this article, the Aus- 
trian Trade Delegate had directed an inquiry to Austria to 
which an answer has now been received. It was officially 
stated that Austria’s export capacityin the field of glass cut 
stones has not been expanded. An Austrian newspaper item, 
which recently announced that a new manufacturing plant for 
glass cut stones had been established, proved to be errone- 
ous. The factory in question produces colored glass which, 
however, cannot be used for the manufacture of first-class 
stones for costume jewelry. 


AUSTRIAN PIANO EXPORTS. In order to earn more dollars 
for Austria, Austria’s piano builders have banded together 
in an export drive. First reports reflect excellent results; 
at present, approximately 90 per cent of all of Austria’s pi- 
ano production is being exported. The exports include the 
world-renowned concert instruments of Austrian origin, as 
well as home instruments, such as uprights. 





Austrian Ceramics (1257) 
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AUSTRIAN ALUMINUM ABROAD. Negotiations are under 
way to increase Austrian aluminum exports to Pakistan, In- 
donesia and Latin America, reports from Vienna stated. The 
Austrian Aluminum Works at Ranshofen, for instance. are ex- 
porting 60 to 70% of their total aluminum production, much of 
which is going to the Near East and Latin America. Delivery 
time is generally six to eight weeks. Among the aluminum 
export orders of the RansHofen firm are 200 tons of aluminum 
strips for Mexico, to be delivered in July. Negotiations with 
the Aga Khan are at present being conducted concerning 
shipments of Austrian aluminum corrugated sheets for roof- 


R———— 





Glass Cutters from Austria (1240) 


ing to be used in a new Indian cotton mill. A rolling mill 
for aluminum foil will also enable the Ranshofen firm to fill 


orders from optical and chemical industries. 











INCORPORATED FIRMS IN AUSTRIA. The association of 
Austrian incorporated firms announced that at the end of 1951 
there existed a total of 656 incorporated firms (Aktiengesell- 
schaften) in Austria, with a total outstanding capital stock 
of approximately five billion Austrian schillings. 47 Austrian 
incorporated firms, which had been liquidated during the 
Nazi occupation and the second World War, were reactivated. 
The association reported that the stock market value of 
Austrian shares at the Vienna stock exchange increased by 
an average of 50% in 1951. 


PREFABRICATED HOUSES FROM AUSTRIA TO ISRAEL. 
Within one year, Austria has exported more than 8,000 pre- 
fabricated houses to Israel, and it is expected that additional 
orders will be placed in the near future. Contrary to earlier 
hopes, Austria’s deliveries of prefabricated houses to Israel 
have by far exceeded those to Australia and Holland. 


CODE COMMUNICATIONS WITH AUSTRIA. Commercial or 
private codes may be used in cables to or from Austria if the 
Austrian sender or receiver has obtained a permission from 
the appropriate Austrian authority. This permission, which 
must be obtained in advance, will be given if the code to be 
used is available at the Central Telegraph Office in Vienna. 
If a private code or a code not yet available in Vienna is to 
be used, the application should be accompanied by a copy of 
the code. At this time, almost all codes used in international 
communications are available in Vienna, and thus permis- 
sible. The name of the code used in cables from or to Aus - 
tria must be mentioned in the cable. 


AUSTRIAN PRODUCTION OF MOTOR VEHICLES. Aus- 
tria’s 1952 program for the production of commercialand agri- 
cultural vehicles shows considerable increases in production 
goals as compared with 1951. Tractor production is sche- 
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duled to reach an output of 9,000 units, as compared with 
6,800 units last year. 3,100 trucks of various types are sche- 
duled to be manufactured this year, as compared with 2,800 
last year. While Austria has no passenger car production of 
her own, but assembles Italian Fiat cars under license, it is 
also planned to considerably increase this assembly. In 
1951, 2,800 passenger automobiles were assembled by Aus- 
trian workers; - - the figure for the current year is 4,200. 
Austrian motorcycle manufacture will remain stable at a plan- 
ned figure of approximately 27,000 units per year. An average 
of 50% of Austrian automotive products is being exported, 
including last year 14,000 Puch motorcycles and 40% of 
Austria’s famous Steyr tractors. At the same time, Austria’s 
well-engineered Diesel trucks found a large market abroad, 
as did Austrian Saurer buses and trucks. The export figures 
in the latter cases were 37% of the Diesel trucks, and 50% 
of the Saurer truck and bus production. The Puch Works have 
a new production line for motor scooters, which were promo- 
tedfor the first time at the International Spring Vienna Trade 
Fair which was held in March. 


NEW AUSTRIAN SOIL DRILL. An Austrian inventor has 
developed a new kind of soil drill which can be operated by 
hand. The new drill consists of only two parts: the actual 
drilling part and an adjustable handle. The drill itself has a 
threaded point to which a stirrup-shaped frame is attached. 
It is this frame which, according to the inventor, achieves 
drilling results superior to anything one could expect from a 
hand-operated tool. It was estimated that with conventional 
Soil drills one operator needed one entire day to drill four 
holes (for telegraph poles, etc.), while it was necessary to 


Austrian Peasant 
Fashion Dolls 
(1256) 
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obtain heavy machinery whenever there was need for speed- 
ier drilling. The new hand-operated drill enables two workers 
to drill a hole of almost two yards in depth within 15 min- 
utes. Good use has also been made in Austria of the new 
hand-operated drill to prospect for water on private property, 
and also in connection with the erection of fences, tree sup- 
ports, and hay rack poles. The new device only weighs ap- 
proximately 6% lbs. The name of the inventor may be obtain- 
ed from the Office of the Austrian Trade Delegate, 25 Broad 
Street, New York 4, N.Y. (1236) 


AUTOMOBILE REGISTRATIONS IN AUSTRIA. Motor ve- 
hicle registration in Austria as of October 31, 1950, totaled 
284,427. This figure included 51,314 passenger cars, 47,- 
518 trucks, 17,763 prime movers and tractors, 3,269 buses, 
25,279 truck trailers, 249 trailer coaches and 139,035 motor- 
cycles and three-wheeled vehicles. The United States was 
the source of 4,228 passenger cars, 7,819 trucks, 765 prime 
movers and tractors, 64 buses, 5,056 truck trailers, 12 trail- 
er coaches, and 1,532 motorcycles. 


READERS ARE INVITED TO REPRINT OR QUOTE ANY 
MATERIAL FROM AUSTRIAN INFORMATION 


TRADE LEADS. An Austrian firm... 


1238 - offers famous Austrian knitwear to distributors in the 
Midwest, especially in the Chicago, Detroit, Cleve- 
land area. 

1239 - offers block planes and other (wood) planes in excel- 
lent quality at competitive prices. The firm is one of 
Austria’s leading manufacturers; 
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1240 - offers glass cutting tools, including glass cutter’s 
diamond tools, highest precision instruments; 

1241 - offers watertight beach bags (Austrian patent applied 
for). Manufacturer is interested in sale of license; 

1242 - offers stoves, ovens and combination ovens of excel- 
lent quality at reasonable prices; the firm just announ- 
ced price reductions; 

1244 - offers export directory, 1952, with merchandise and 
manufacturer classifications in English, French and 
German. Inquiries should be addressed to Verlag 
Herold Vereinigte Anzeigengesellschaft m.b.H., Wip- 
plingerstrasse 24, Vienna I; 

1245 - offers planes in various forms and for all wood-work- 
ing purposes; 

1246 - offers wide variety of old-fashioned and new-styled 
Christmas decorations at very reasonable prices. The 
offering firm is an old established manufacturer; 


1247 - offers folding boxes for articles such as toothpaste; 
chocolates, etc. Lowest prices; 

1248 - offers stationery and other paper; 

1249 - offers, on an outright sales basis, glass buttons, 
chandelier parts and Gablonz jewelry; 

1250 - offers beech dimension stock (sawn and bundled), 
suitable for all kinds of furniture; finished articles in 
beech, sycamore, and ash (toilet seats, kitchen items, 
dowels, etc.); flooring strips and blocks in steamed 


beech (sawn, planed on one side, and finished);.and °* 


box boards of softwood, all dimensions and finishes; 
wishes to obtain services of agent in the United 
States; 

5052 - seeks United States patents, processes and tech- 
niques for converting, by the addition of new rubber, 
the rubber in used rubber tires into a usable mixture 
of raw rubber suitable for the production of industrial 
articles; 

5053 - seeks United States license for the manufacture and 
distribution in Austria of door locks, metal eens 
fittings, and allied products; 

5054 - seeks license from an American chemical or saiiiait 
ceutical firm for the manufacture in Austria of syn- 
thetic perfumes for the soap industry, insectides with 
a terpene base, wetting agents using sulfurized ter- 
pene bases, p-Cymol, and polyvinylchloride articles; 

5055 - seeks United States capital, patents, processes and 
techniques for the manufacture of pharmaceutical pro- 
ducts and the development of new pharmaceutical 
preparations in cooperation with American firm, 


While every reasonable precaution is taken to include 
only firms of good repute in this listing, the usual trade 
inquiries should be made before establishing business con- 
nections. Names and addresses of the above listed inquiries 


will be communicated upon request by 
THE AUSTRIAN TRADE DELEGATE, 25 BROAD STREET, 


NEW YORK 4, N.Y., TELEPHONE: BOWLING GREEN 9-0056 
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